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THOU READER
Thou reader throbbest life and pride and fove the same asl,
Therefore for thee the following chants.

SHUT NOT YOUR DOORS
Shut pot your doots to me proud libraries,
For that which was lacking on all your well-fill’d shelves, yet

peeded most, I bring,

Forth from the war emerging, a book I have made,
The words of my book nothing. the drift of it every thung,
Abook separate, not linsk’d with the rest nor felt by the intellect,
But you ye untold latencies will thrill to every page.

POETS TO COME

Poets to come 1 orators, singers, musicians to come !

Not to-day is to justify me and answer what I am for,

But you, & new brood, native, athletic, continental greater than
before known,

Arause 1 for you must justify me.

T myself but write one o two indicative words for the future,

Tbut advance a moment only to wheel and hurry back 1a the
darkness,

Tam 2 man who, saunteriog along without fully stopping, turns a
casual look upon you and then averts his face,

Leaving it to you to prove and define it,

Expecting the main things from you.
WHEN 1 HEARD AT THE CLOSE OF THE DAY

When 1 heard at the close of the day how my pame had been
Ieceiv'd with plandits in the capitol, still it was pota ‘happy
Bight for me that follow'd,

And else when 1carous'd, or when my plans were accomplish'd,
still I was not happy,

But the day when 1rose atdawn from the tbed of perfect health,
refresh’d, singing, ishaling the ripe breath of autumn,

When Isaw the full moon in the west grow pale and disappear in
the moraing light,

When [ wander'd alone over the beach, and undressiog bathed,
Taughing with the cool waters, ad saw the suarise,
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Done with indoor complaints, libraries, querulous criticisms,

Strong and content I travel the open road.

The earth, that is sufficient,

Ido not want the constellations any nearer,

1know they are very well where they are,

T know they suffice for those who belong to them.

{St] bere 1 carry my old delicious burdens,

Learry them, men and ‘women, } carry them with me wherever 1 go,

1 swear it is impossible for me to get rid of them,

Tam filt'd with them, and I will fill them in return.)

2

You road 1 enter upon and loak around, 1 behieve you are not all
that is here,

Ibelieve that much unseen is also here.

Hete the profound lesson of reception, nor preference pot denial,

The black with his woolly head, the felon, the diseas’d, the illiterate
person, are not dented;

The birth, the basting after the physician, the beggar's tramp, the
drunkard’s stagget, the laughing party of mechanics,

The escaped youth, the rich petson’s carriage, the fop, the cloping
couple,

The early market-man, the bearse, the moviag of furniture into the
town, the return back from the town,

They pass, I also pass, any thing passes, nons can be interdicted,

None but are accepted, none but shall be dear 1o me.

3

You air that serves me with breath to speak |

You objects_that call from diffusion my meaniogs and give them

shape |

You light that wraps me and all things in delicate equable showers!

You paths worn ia the jtregular hollows by the roadsides!

believe you are latent with unseen existences, you are so dear
to me.

You flagg’d walks of thecities! you strong cusbs at the edges!

You ferries! you planks and posts of wharves! you timber-lined
sides! yor distant shipst

You rows of honsest you window-piere'd facades! you roofs}
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And when ¥ thought how my dear friend my Jover was on his way
coming, O then I was happy.

O then each breath tasted sweeter, and all that day my food meur-
ish'd me more, 2nd the beautiful day pass’d weli,

Aund the next came with equal joy, and with the next at eveniag
came my friend,

And that night while all was stili T heard the waters roll slowly con*
tinually up the shores,

T heard the hissing rustls of the liquid and sands as directed to m¢
whispering to congratulate me,

For the one I love most lay sleeping by me under the same covet
ia the cool night,

Ta the stillncss in the autumn moonbeams his face was. inclined

toward me,

And his arm lay lightly around my breast—and that night T was
happy.

ARE YOU THE NEW PERSON DRAWN TOWARD ME ?

Are you the new person drawn toward me ?

To begin with take warning, 1am surely far different from what
you suppose;

Da you suppase you will €ind in me your weal?

Do you think it so easy to have me become your fover?

Do you think the fricndship of ms would be unalioy’d satisfaction?

Do you think § am trusty and faithful 7

Do you see 0o further than this facade, this smaoth and tolerant
masger of me?

Do you suppose yoursell advanciag oa real ground toward & reat

beroic man? .
Have you no thught O dreamer thac it may be all maya, illusios?

SONG OF THE OPEN ROAD
1

Afoot zod light-heasted 1 2ake to the open road,

Feahby, free, the world before me,

The long browa path before me feading whevever I chonee.
Henoeforth 1 ask ot good-fortune, § myself am good-fortune,
Hanaeforth | whisper 1 caore, postpoce no more, peed sathing
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Done with indoor complaints, libraries, querulous criticisms,

Strong and content I travel the open road.

The earth, that is sufficient,

140 not want the constellations any pearer,

Tkoow they are very well where they are,

Lkaow they suffics for those who belong to them.

(Sull here 1 carry my old delicious burdens,

Lcarry them, men and women, ] carry them with me wherever I go,

Yewear it is impossible for me (o get rid of them,

Tam Fill'd with them, and 1 will fill them in retura.)

2

You road I enter upon and look arousd, I believe you ate not all
that is here,

Fhelieve that much unseen is also here.

Here the profound lesson of reception, nor preference tor denial,

The black with his woolly head, the felon, the diseas’d, the ifliterate
person, are not deated;

The birth, the basting afler the physician, the beggar's tramp, the
drunkard's stagger, the laughing perty of mechanics,

The escaped youtd, the fich peison’s carriage, the fop, the eloping
coupte,

The early market-man, the hearse, the moviag of furniture into the
town, the return back from the town,

They pass, 1 also pass, any thing passes, nons can be interdxied,

None but are accepted, none but shall be dear 1o me,

3

You air that serves me with breath to spesk 1

You objects _that call from diffusion my meanings and give them

shape )

You light that wraps me and all things in delicate equable showens!

You paths worn in the irregular hollows by tke roadsidest

Thclicve you sre Istent with unscen esistences, you are so dear
tome.

You flagg’d walks of the'cities! you strong curbs &2 the edgest

You ferries? you planks and posts of wharves] you tirmber-lised
3ides? yos distant shipst

You rows of houses! y ou windaw-plerc'd facsdes! you roofs?
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You porches and entrances! you copings and iron guards!
You windows whose transparent shells might expose o much!
You doors and ascending steps! you arches!
You gray stones of interminable pavements! you trodden crossings!
From aff that has touch’d you I belicve you have imparted to
yourselves, and now would impart the same secretly to e,
From the living aod the dead you have peapled your impassive
surfaces, and the spirits thereof would be evident and amicable
with me.
4

The earth expanding right hand and left hand,

The picture alive, every part in its best light,

The music falling in where 1t is wanted, and stopping where itis
not wanted,

The cheerful voice of the public road, the gay fresh scatiment of
the road.

O highway 1 travel, do you say to me Do not leave me?

Do you say Venture nor—if you leave me you are lost?

Do you say f am already prepared, Iom well-beaten and undenied,
adhere to me?

O public road, Isay back [ am not afraid to leave you, ¥t o
you,

You expsess me better than I can express myself,

You shall be more to me than my pocam.

Ithink heroic deeds were all conceivd in the open air, and ol
free poems atso,

1 think | could stop here myself and do muracles,

¥ thiok whatever J shall mect on the road 1 shall Iike, aod whoever
beholds me shall like me,

1 think whoever I see must be happy.

5

From this hour § ordain myself Joos'd of limits and imsgiasry
figes,

Going where 1 Iut, my own master fota! and absolute,

Listening to others, conudering well what they ssy,

Fausing searching, seceiving, contemplating, o

Gently, but with undeniable will, divesting mysell of the to'dt
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that would hold me.

Tighale great draughts of space,

The east and the west are mine, and the north and the south are
mine.

Tam larger, better than I thought,

1did not know I held so much goodness.

All seens beautiful to me,

Tean repeat over to men and women. You have done such good
to me I would do the same to you,

T will recruit for myself and you as I go,

I will scatter myself among men and women as I go,

1 will toss a new gladaess apd ronghness among them,

Whoever denies me it shall not trouble me,

Whoever aceepts me he or she shall be blessed and shail bless me.

6

Now if a thousand perfect men were to appear it would not amaze
me,

Now if a thousand beautiful forms of women appeat’d it would
ot astonish me,

Now I see the secret of the making of the best persons,

Itis to grow in the open air and to eat and sleep with the earth.

Here a great personal deed has room,

(Such a deed scizes upon the hearts of the whole race of men,

Its effusion of strength and will overwhelms law 2ad mocks all
authority and all argument against it))

Here is the test of wisdom,

Wisdom is not figally tested in schools,

Wisdom cannot be pass’d from one having it to another pot baving
it,

Wisdom is of the soul, is not susceptible of proof, is its own proof,

Applies to all stages and objects and qualities and is content,

Is the certainty of the reality and ismortality of things, and the
excellence of things;

Somethieg there i in the float of the sight of things (bat provokes
it out of the soul.

Now I re-examine philosophics and religions,

They may prove well in lecture-rooms, yet oot prave at all vader
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He traveling with me needs (he bzst blood, thews, endurance,

None may come ta the trial till he o she bring courage and bealth,

Come not here if you have already spent the best of yoursell,

Only those may come who come in sweet and determin'd bodues,

No diseas’d person, no rum-drinker or}cnerni taint is permitted
here. y

(1 and mine do not convince by arguments, similes, thymes,

We coavince by our presence.)

1

Listen! I will be bonest with you, 5

1 do not olfcr the old smoath prizes, but offer rough pew prizs

These are the days that must happen to you:

You shall not heap up what is call'd riches,

You shall scatter with lavish hand all that you earn ot achieve:

You but arrive at the city to which you were destin'd, you hardy
setife yourself to satisfaction before you are calld by 22
irresistible call to depart,

You shall be treated 1o the ifanical smiles and mockings of 0%
who remain behind you,

What beckonings of love you receive you shall only ans!
passionate kisses of parting,

You shall ot allow the hold of those, who spr
hands toward you,

e with

ead theis reschd

2

Allons! after the great Companions, and to belong fo |hcn:xl

They too arc on the road—they are the swift and majestic 2!
they are the greatest women,

Enjoyers of calms of scas and storms of seas,

Sailors of many a ship, walkers of many 2 mile of land,* )

Habitues of many distant countries, habitues of far-distant dwellia

Trusters of men and women, observers of cities, solitary w;;l:

Pausers and contemplators of tufts, blossoms, shells of the sho

Dancers at wedding-dances, kissers of brides, tender helPers
children, bearers of children,

Soldiers of revolts, standers by gaping graves, Joweres®-down

coffins,
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lourneyers over consecutive scasons, over the years, the curjous

. years cach emerging from that which preceded it,

Funmeym 23 with companions, namely their own diverse phases,
ourth.steppers from the latent unrealized baby-days,

lOurne)gn gayly with their own youth, journeyers with their

bearded and well-grain'd manhoad,
Journeyers with their womanhood, apsple, unsurpiss’d, coutent,
Journeyers with thete own sublime old age of manhood or woman-

00d,
Oldage, calm, expanded, broad with the havghty breadih of the
Universe,
0'd age, (lowing free with the delicious near-by ficedom of death.
13

Allonst (o that which is endless as it was beginningless,
O undergo much, tramps of days, rests of sights.

Tamerge allin the travel they tend to, and the days and nights
they tend to,

Again to merge them in the start of supenor jourseys.

Fo see aothing aoywhere but what you may reach ¢ and pase i,

To conceive no time, however distant, but what you may reach it
and passit,

Tolook up o down Do road but it streches and wants for you,
however long but 1t streiches and waits for you,

To sc¢ no being, pot God's or any, but you aho g2 thithef,

To see no possession but you May Possess it enjoyiog all without
labot of purchase, absiracting the feast y~t pot abutracting
oone particle of ity

To take the best of the farmer's farm 304 1he rich mas's elegant
willa, and the chasic Blessings of (be weli-maried couple, and
the fruits of orchards and flowers of gardens,

To take 10 your use out of the £OmMPact Cibies 28 you pasy through,

To carry buillings and streets wuh you alicraard wderevet yoa go,

To gather the minds of wmen out of thewr braiss as yoa encogster

them, to pather the Wove et of theit Peanta,

Totale yout bvers on the road mith you, for 2l that you leave
them behind you,

To know the onivene itwell a8 & rasd, 50 mony F2uds, a5 road for

wavehieg woule
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Speaking of any thing else but never of itself.
14

Allons! through struggles acd wars!

‘The goal that was named caanot be countermanded,

Have the past struggles succeeded?

‘What has succeeded ? yourself? your pation? Nature?

Now understand me well—it is provided in the essence of things
that from any fruition of success, no matter what, shall come
forth something to make a greater struggle necessary,

My call is the call of battle, T nourish active rebeliion,

He going with me must go well arm™d,

He going with me goes often with spare diet, poverty, angry ene-
mies, desertions.

15

Allons! the road is before us!

1t is safe—1 have tried it—my own feet have tried it well—be
not detain’d}

Let the paper remain on the desk unwritten, and the bouk on the
shelf unopen’d!

Let the tools femain in the workshop! let the money remaio un-
earn'd}

Let the school stand! mind not the cry of the teacher!

Let the preacher preach in bis pulpit! let the lawyer plead ia the
court, aod the judge expound the Jaw.

Camerado, 1 give you my handl

1 give you my love more precious than money,

T give you myself before preaching or law;

Will you give me yourself? will you corme travel with me?

Shall we stick by each other as Jong as we live?

GIVE ME THE SPLENDID SILENT SUN
Give me the splendid silent sna with all his beams full-dszzling,
Give me juicy autamsal fruit ripe and red from the orchard,
Give me a field where the uamow’d geass grows,
Give m= ap arbor, give me the trellis'd grapz,
Give me fresh corn and wheat, give me sereme-moving agimaly
tesching content,
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MIRACLES

V'by, who makes ech of 2 ;mirycie?
As 1o rze § ¥oow of pothing else bot miradiex
Wheiher J walk the streets of Masharas,
Or dant my sight over 1be roefi of bousss toward the sky,
Or wade with naked fert along 1he beach jost in the sdgeof®
water,
Or stand opder trees 3 the woeds,
Or talk by day with any one T love, or skep in the bed at pight v
agy ore }love,
Or sit at table at dinper with the rest,
Or loak at strangers opposite me riding in the car,
Or wiatch honey-bees busy around the hive of 2 summer forentd®
Or animals feeding in the fields,
O1 binds, of the wonderfulness of insects 1o the air,
Or the wondesfulness of the sundown, of of stass shining so quét
and bright,
Qr the cxquistie delicate thin curve of the pew moon in spring?
These with the rest, one and all, are to me mirncles,
Tho whote refsrring. yet each distinct and in its place,
To me every hour of the Jight and dark is a miracle,
Frery subic inch of space is & miracle,
Trery agusre yard of the amface of the earth is spresd with the
samz,
Every (oot of the Interlor ewarens with the same,
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To me the &2a is » continual miracle,

Tte fihes that swim—the tocks—the motion of the 1h
1hip1 with men in them,

What stranger miraclés arc there?

UNNAMED LANDS

Nations ten thousand years before these States, and many times
ten thousand years before these States,

Garaer'd clusters of 2ges that men and women like us grew vp and
travel'd their course and pass'd on,

What vast.built citics, what orderly republics, what pastoral tribes
and somads,

What histoties, rulers, heroes, perhaps trancending all others,

What laws, customs, wealth, arts, traditions,

What sort of marriage, what costumes, what physiology and
phresology,

‘What of liberty and slavery among them. what they thought of
death and the soul,

Who were witty and wise, who besutiful and poetic, who brutish
#0d undevelop'd,

Not a mark, not s recotd remains—and yet all remains.

O kpow that these mea and women were not for nothing, any
more than we are for nothing,

Tkoow that they belong to the scheme of the world every bit as
much as we now belong to it,

Afar they stand, yet near to me they stand,

Some with oval countenances learn’d and calm.

Some paked and savage, some like huge collections of insscts.

Some in tents, herdsmen, patriarchs, tribes, horsemen,

Some prowling thtough woods, some living peaceably on farms,
laboting, reaping, filling barns,

Some traversing paved avenues, amid temples, palaces, ffctones,

librasies, shows, courts, theatres, wonderful monuments. "%

Are those billions of men really gone?

Are those women of the old experience of the carth gone?

Do their lives, cities, arte, rest only with vs?

Did they achieve nothing for good for themselves?
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Tbelieve of all those men and women that fll'd the unnamed Jands, -
every one exists this hour here or elsewhere, invisible to us,

In exact proportion to what he or she grew from in Jife, 2nd out
of what he or she did, feit, became, Joved. sinn’d, in life.

Ebelicve that was not the end of those nations or any person of
them, any morc than this shall be the end of my pation, or
of me;

Of their languages, governments, marriage, literature, products,
games, wars, manners, crimes, prisons, slaves, heroes, poets,

T suspect theic results curiously await in the yet uoseen world,
counterparts of what accrued 1o them in the seen world,

I suspect I shall meet them there,

I'suspect 1shall there find each old particular of those upnamed
Jands.






